Reversal of salicylate-induced euglycemic delirium with dextrose.
Salicylate poisoning inhibits Krebs cycle enzymes and uncouples oxidative phosphorylation. Under these circumstances, we hypothesize that CNS glucose supply is sometimes unable to keep up with demand resulting in hypoglycorrhacia and delirium even in the face of serum euglycemia. Supporting this conjecture, we report two euglycemic patients with salicylate-induced delirium who responded to boluses of concentrated dextrose with a prompt improvement in mental status.